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- SHINE — A ‘trail con- .

necting Kitsap County with
Jefferson County and the
westward Olympic Discov-

ery Trail depends upon
patience, trail-routing and .

grant dollars before trek- .
kers will hit the dirt. :
_“The big connection tak-
ing concrete shape now is
that from the Olympic Dis-
covery Trail down- to Bain-
bridge,” said longtime non-
motorized trail advocate
and volunteer Chuck Pre-
ble, a Blyn resident and the
vice president of Peninsula
Trails Coalition, which
works in partnership with
Jefferson Trails Coalition.
“The planning is getting
‘very .gerious in Kitsap
County,” he added.
Don - Willott, Bainbridge -
IslandNon-Motonzed Group
_‘chairman, calls the'trail “a .
‘.mxssmg link” inténded to
“offef . a. human-powered
' transportatwn option con-
necting Bainbridge Island
with the Olympic and Kit-
sap peninsulas. ’
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Trail from

Kltsap county
awaits grant

l\/hssmg link’ between two

Greenway connection

“It could be connected to
-the Mountain to Sound

. Greenway, a cross-state

trail,” Willott said, stressing
it would be designed so that
»trail users could hop onto
public transit buses easily.
The Mountains to Sound
Greenway, which. encom-
asses a trail system that
illott calls “the I-90 of
blcycle—pedestnan transpor-
tation,” stretches more than
100 miles along Interstate
90 from the shores of Puget
Sound in Seattle, over Sno-
_qualmie Pass and into Cen-
tral Waslnngbén
planmng is
only in the concept stage,

. but Josh Peters, Jefferson

County principal transpor-
tation planner, said one
route is under’ senous con-
sideration.

That route would go from
the Hood Cansl Bridge to

-Port Ludlow, move close to - -

Anderson Lake State Park
— posmbly tying in with the
pro; Tri-Area Rick
Tollefson Tra;l - and make
the Olympic Discovery Trail
*connection somewhere near
Eaglemount overlooking
Discovery Bay.
Peters and other Jeffer-
son County and volunteer

_ the Kitsap-J

_ peninsulas in planning phase

trail plannets now are nego-
tiating for right of way from
Four Corners Road over
Eaglemount, down southto
the head of Discovery Bay
at US: Highway 101.

- There, it would connect
with Olympic Discovery

"Trail west through Gar-

dinér to the Clallam County
line, making a Blyn connec-

-tion via state-owned land in

the Miller Peninsula and

the Old Blyn Highway. -
The Blyn segment now

connects with Sequim and

Port Angeles.

‘Mountain to Sound’ -

- Peters egimned that

rson county
connection would be a part
of a larger idea called
“Mountain’ to Sound” or
“Desert to " Sea” running
east - with - connections

_beyond to southern -Idsho

and northern Utah.

* Willott said - the Bain-
bridge to Olympic Penin-
sula connection is intended
to run through the so-called
“North Kitsap String of

Pearls,” linking that region’s .
‘historic waterfront villages

with a system of intercon-

necting trails and open -

spacé-corridors.

Lemolo

" The Bainbridge-Hood
Canal Bridge route would
run - from ‘Winslow -along

‘state Highway 305 to Agate

Pass Bridge, Willott said.

It likely would run along
Drive north to
Poulsbo, along the water-
front at Liberty Bay, cross
state Highway 305 and then
move on to Big Valley Road,
which comes out near Man-
zanita Park near Hood
Canal. The trail would then
follow state Highway 3 the
east end of Hood Canal
Bridge:

Since . the ﬂoatmg
bridge’s east half was
replaced and reopeped in
June with pedestrian shoul-
ders that are wider and
safer than on the old span,

its popularity amongcyclists
and w. increased,
Peter said.

Willott said the entire
system is part of a health
concept “to give people more

- choices so-people can make

more healthy choices.
““It’s kind of exciting how
interest is catching fire.”

Port-  Townsend-Jefferson
County Editor Jeff Chew can be
reached at 360-385-2335 or at jeff.
chew @peninsuladaifynews.com.



